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WAR DEPARTMENT, March 4, 1876. 


The Acting Secretary of War has the honor to transmit to the United 
States Senate, for the information of the Committee on Military Affairs, 
in connection with Senate bill 144, “to provide for the construction of 
a telegraph-line from Fort Canby, via Fort Stevens and Astoria, to 
Portland, Oreg.,” copy of telegram from General Howard, that the pro- 
posed line would be of great benefit to the naval and merchant marine 
and to commerce; copy of letter from the staff-officers at headquarters 
Department of the Columbia, that there is no possible military necessity 
for the proposed line ; and copy of a slip cut from the Daily Oregonian, 
Portland, Oreg., dated February 1, 1876, containing a report of the pro- 
ceedings of the Portland Board of Trade, at a special meeting held for 
the consideration of the project of constructing the proposed telegraph- 


line. 
GEO. M. ROBESON, 
Acting Secretary of War. 


[Telegram.—Dated Portland, Oreg., 25th, received January 26, 1876. ] 


To E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Adjutant-General, U. 8S. A., Washington, D. O.: 

Please forward dispatch, if not objectionable, to Senator J. H. Mitchell, 
Washington. Your dispatches received: Military telegraphs would be 
convenient for Army purposes, but not of sufficient importance to war- 
rant the charge against the Army appropriation ; yet, the interests of 
commerce demand it, and I hope it may beestablished. Colonel Wilson, 
of the Engineers, in charge of this light-house district and all engi- 
neering operations on the Northwest coast, gives the following answers 
to my inquiries of him, in which I fully concur : 

The necessities of the naval and merchant marine and of the important and rap- 
idly-increasing interests of commeree make Senator Mitchell’s telegraph-bill one of the 
most important measures which have been presented to Congress in the interest of the 


Pacific coast. Government and other vessels outside during gales need assistance 
crossing the bar, which, with the line contemplated, would be telegraphed for from 


2 MILITARY TELEGRAPH. 


Cape Disappointment, and vessels leaving Portland should be notified of storms out- 
side. The foreign commerce of this port is an important interest, which should be fos- 
tered by the Government. Cape Disappointment occupies geographical position which 
would make it invaluable to the signal-service as a station, and for that reason should, 
in the interest of commerce, be connected with Portland by telegraph. By the saving 
of a single vessel in distress off the bar would more than pay the cost of building the 
line. |,The cost of building the line would not exceed $25,000. 


O. O. HOWARD, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Post. 


PORTLAND, OREG., Lebruary 1, 1876. 


Sir: The undersigned, officers of the Army, respectfully invite the 
attention of the Secretary of War to the inclosed slip, cut from the 
Daily Oregonian, Portland, Oreg., of this date, containing the reported 
proceedings of the board of trade of this city at an evening session of 
yesterday. 

The proceedings indicate an evident disposition upon the part of the 
board of trade to request the Congress to appropriate funds to construct 
a military-telegraph line from this city to Fort Canby, on Cape Han- 
cock, Washington Territory, and may convey to the military authori- 
ties at the seat of Government the inference that a military necessity 
exists for this telegraph-line. 

In the interests of the Army, and in opposition to any unnecessary 
increased appropriations for military purposes, we desire simply to have 
the attention of the Secretary of War called to the fact that no possible 
military necessity whatever exists for such a line of telegraph. 

To connect Fort Canby with Astoria, whether direct or via Fort 
Stevens, will require a cable across the mouth of the Columbia River. 
It is believed that the cost of this cable alone will equal that of the 
construction of the entire land portion of the line. 

Its construction and operation as a military telegraph will necessitate 
the employment by the War Department of operators and repairers, 
and, as usual, an annual estimate will be saddled on to the Army appro- 
priation bill, to operate, reconstruct, and repair the line, repair the 
cable, possibly to replace it, &e. ’ 

During the last four years hardly a single instance of an absolute 
necessity for telegraphic communication with the posts at the mouth of 
the Columbia can be recalled. 

We respectfully submit that, so far as any military necessity exists, 
or is the least probable in the near future, any legislative action having 
in view an appropriation of money for this purpose is absolutely inde. 
fensible. 

H. CLAY WOOD, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 
Rk. N. BATCHELDER, 
Major and Quartermaster, U. S. A. 
JAMES P. CANBY, 
Major and Paymaster, GE IS UAL. 
HK. J. BAILY, 
Surgeon, U. 8S. A. 
W. O. RUCKER, 
Major and Paymaster, US ae 
W. H. BELL 
Captain and Commissary of Subsistence, U. 8. A. 
hk. H. FOWLER, 


: Paymaster, U. §. A 
The ADJUTANT-GENERAL, United States Army. 


MILITARY TELEGRAPH. 3 
{From the Daily Oregonian.] 


Board of trade.—Special meeting for the consideration of the project of constructing a mil- 
itary-telegraph line from Fort Canby to Portland. 


A special meeting of the board of trade was held last evening, at the room, for the 
purpose of considering the advisability of preparing and adopting a memorial to Con- 
gress, or resolution from the board, urging that an appropriation be granted for the 
building of a military-telegraph line from the forts at the mouth of the Columbia River, 
via Astoria, to Portland. 

Hon. W. H. Corbett, president, in the chair; Wm. Ried, secretary, present. 

The president, on calling the board to order, stated briefly the object for which the 
meeting had been called. As it was a special meeting called for the purpose of consid- 
ering a special subject, the usual routine of business would be omitted, including the 
reading of the minutes of the last regular meeting. The president stated that a pre- 
amble and resolution had been prepared in relation to the matter, which, at his request, 
were read by the secretary. 

Mr. Goldsmith, at the close of the reading, desired to know if the preamble and reso- 
lution asked for the appropriation by Congress of $25,000 for the construction of a 
light-house and the building of a line. 

The secretary read the resolution again for the benefit of the gentleman, the purport 
of which was a memorial asking Congress to appropriate the sum of $25,000 for the 
object of building a signal-station and telegraph-line. 

Mr. Platt Burr said he had had some correspondence with Senator Mitchell in rela- 
tion to the matter now under consideration by the board. He learned that Mr. 
Mitchell had presented a bill in the Senate providing for the appropriation of $50,000, 
(currency,) to construct a military-telegraph line from Fort Canby, via Astoria, to Port- 
land. He thought it would be proper and right to refer in the preamble and resolution 
to Senator Mitchell’s bill, and to indicate their (members of the board) indorsement of 
the same. Mr. Burr made extended remarks in regard to the great commercial impor- 
tance of the project. 

Mr. Goldsmith moved the adoption of the resolutions as read. 

Mr. Montgomery favored some amendment by which reference would be made to 
Senator Mitchell’s bill. . The resolutions before the board spoke only of the great com- 
mercial advantages to accrue by reason of the construction of the proposed lines. 
Mitchell’s bill provided for the building of a “ military” line. He was of the opinion 
that the memorial and bill should agree. } 

Captain Ainsworth desired to know if there had been a careful estimate made of the 
cost of constructing and equipping a line from Fort Canby to Portland. 

Mr. Burr said there would be at least five or six miles of cable to lay from Fort 
Canby across to Point Adams. This cable would cost on an average $1,000 per mile. 
Besides the cable, there would be in the vicinity of one hundred miles of the line to 
build and equip. He thought the total cost of the line would not fall short of $25,000. 

Captain Ainsworth was in favor of having an accurate estimate made of the total 
cost of building the line. He was as strongly in favor of constructing a line as any 
member of the board; but he thought it could be built for a less sum than that speci- 
fied in the resolution. He was opposed to asking Congress to make an appropriation 
too large. By asking for an appropriation larger than was necessary, it might have 
the effect to defeat the whole measure. Let us ask Congress for enough to build and 
equip the line, but not too much. He was of the opinion that the line could be built 
and equipped for $20,000, or even a less sum. ; 

Mr. Montgomery desired to know if the line could be connected with that of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company at Kalama, and thus cut off forty miles. He was 
informed by the president that it could. ; ] ae ss 

Mr. Burr stated that from his extensive experience in building telegraph-lines, he 
was of the opinion that to construct one from Cape Hancock to Portland via Astoria, 
and supply it with instruments and whatever else would be necessary to the mainte- 
nance of the same, it would quite exhaust an appropriation of $25,000. 

Captain Ainsworth moved to amend the resolution by inserting $20,000 instead of 
$25,000. The motion was not seconded. ae F 

Mr. Goldsmith was in favor of asking for an appropriation which would cover all 
contingencies. When Congress was asked to make an appropriation for any object, 
the sum asked for always exceeded the estimates made by the engineers. For instance, 
if the engineers estimated the cost of building any public work to be $35,000, Congress 
was generally asked to appropriate $50,000. If that sum was in excess of what was 
really required, the surplus was returned to the Government ; and if the cost exceeded 
the estimate, the work could go forward to completion. — 

_ Congress almost invariably cut down the appropriations. If the board asked for 
$25,000, they would probably get $20,000; if the latter sum was asked for, the appro- 
priation would likely be cut down to $15,000.* This sum he believed would be insuffi- 
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cient to answer the purpose. If the appropriation was exhausted before the comple’ 
tion of the work, it would have to remain unfinished until the next session of Congress 
He was in favor of making the sum large enough to finish the line and put it in opera- 
tion. In addition to its construction, operators would have to be employed at each 
end of the line and some provisions made for paying them. ‘ 

Mr. Corbett took the floor and addressed the board at some length. He strongly 
advocated the building of the line. He thought it would be better to place the mili- 
tary importance of the line equal to, if not superior to, the commercial interests which 
it would subserve. It would be best, in his judgment, to ask for the construction of a 
military line, which would have additional weight in securing the passage of the bill. 
By so doing the matter would be referred to the committee on military, and receive 
their earliest consideration. A copy of the preamble and resolutions should be for- 
warded to the Secretary of War, and his favorable consideration of the subject solicited. 
If the Secretary of War recommended the bill on the. ground of its military importance, 
it would doubtless secure favorable consideration in Congress, and result in its pas- 
sage. He thought the wording of the resolution could be advantageously altered, 
so as to more fully and satisfactorily meet the requirements of the important measure. 

Mr. Burr read a long dispatch which had been sent to Senator Mitchell by General 
Howard, in response to certain inquiries made by the former gentleman touching the 
military as well as commercial importance of building such a line. General Howard 
favored the project, with certain modifications, and in support of his opinion gave the 
views of Col. J. M. Wilson, who has charge of this light-house district. 

Mr. Burr offered an amendment to the resolution, which failed to meet with a second. 

Captain Ainsworth moved that the further consideration of the whole subject be re- 
ferred to a special committee, to consist of three persons, who were to carefully ex- 
amine into the matter and report a resolution to the board for its adoption. 

The committee were instructed to notify the president when they were ready to sub- 
mit a report, so that a special meeting could be called. 

The president appointed the following gentlemen to serve on the committee: Capt. 
J.C. Ainsworth, Platt Burr, and B, Goldsmith. 

On motion, the board adjourned. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA, 
Portland, Oreg., February 2, 1876. 


Respectfully forwarded for the consideration of the War Department. 
O. O. HOWARD, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTDANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
ti February 29, 1876. 
Official copies. 
EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Adjutant- General. 
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